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Society: Tesquesta 1952
“TEQUESTA 1952”
The Historical Association of Southern Florida, which for
twelve years continuously has published their annual Tequesta,
should feel a well-deserved pride in a record which is unique
among regional and local historical societies in Florida. This volume is the seventh edited by Dr. Charlton W. Tebeau, Head of
the Department of History, University of Miami. As were the
others, it is an excellent number, the articles being well chosen
for interest and historical value and carefully edited.
The longest article, as well as the greatest for reader interest
perhaps, “We Chose the Sub-Tropics,” is a narrative, apparently
part diary and part reminiscence, of frontier South Florida seen
through the eyes of a young man from a Northern business
office, F. Page Wilson, who came to settle in the area in the
1890’s. It is so naturally written that the reader is carried along
with the narrator and the life of that era in that region lives
again.
Miss Jeanne Bellamy, a staff writer of the Miami Herald, has
learned more through extensive research about the early newspapers of South Florida than anyone else - perhaps several times
as much; for “Newspapers of America’s Last Frontier” is a detailed record of the establishment and career of all the numerous
papers of the region.
In “Starch Making: A Pioneer Florida Industry,” and in
“South Florida’s First Industry,” Mrs. Henry J. Burkhardt and
Ernest G. Gearhart, Jr., respectively, give a full account of the
making of starch from the native coontie; which, with fishing
and wrecking, was the life of all South Floridians before the
climate brought sub-tropical fruits and tourists to the region.
A hitherto unknown plan of Key West of about 1830 is reproduced with notes from the original in P. K. Yonge Library
of Florida History, University of Florida.
A full description of Key West in 1835 (12pp.) is published
complete for the first time. This is from a manuscript written
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by William Adee Whitehead, Mayor and Collector of Customs,
and hence well-qualified for the narrative. It is edited with
notes by Dr. Rembert W. Patrick, and is from the original in
the same library.
Mr. Oliver Griswold tells of the Association’s historical
marker program. The unveiling of these numerous markers
have been mentioned from time to time in this QUARTERLY.
A list of the many hundreds of members of the Association
is included, showing the remarkable hold which the history of
South Florida has in the interests of men and women of the
region.
Anyone with a like interest is invited to become a member
of the Association. Dues are three dollars, which includes a
subscription to Tequesta. (Address: P. O. Box 537, Miami 4)
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